Dr. Lipkin's ME/CFS research project pending publication

Soon to be published ME/CFS research project expected to
provide valuable data

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (CFS)
Patient-Centered Outreach and Communication Activity (PCOCA) held its second conference
call for this year, on September 10, 2013. Elizabeth Unger, PhD, MD, Branch Chief, Chronic
Viral Diseases Branch at the CDC served as host for this call that featured the world-renowned
scientist, Dr. W. lan Lipkin, who spoke about "Infection and Immunity in CFS." Dr. Lipkin is the
John Snow Professor of Epidemiology Professor of Neurology and Pathology Director, Center
for Infection and Immunity at Columbia University Medical Center, New York, NY. He has spent
the past 30 years doing high-caliber research of many infectious agents, outbreaks, and
emerging infectious diseases.

Dr. Lipkin has also worked on Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (CFS) research on several occasions.
Several years ago, he was asked to lead the research project that re-examined XMRV/PMV in
CFS (no infections were found in CFS); however, that study revealed many of the CFS patients
had evidence of immune activation which captured Dr. Lipkin's interest. In this telephone
broadcast, Dr. Lipkin provided a preview of some of the findings to come from a large research
ME/CFS project, prior to its publication. This project was supported by the Chronic Fatigue
Initiative (funded by the Hutchins Family Foundation). Although Dr. Lipkin prefaced his report
with remarks that no single agent or cause was identified for CFS, he spoke about what he
considers to be valuable data and where the focus of future research should go.

Phoenix Rising provides an excellent summary of the material presented by Dr. Lipkin in the
following article, Lipkin finds biomarkers not bugs . Their article incorporates the transcript from
this telephone broadcast; the link appears at the top of the article (i.e, this is highly
recommended reading).
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